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REAL ESTATE NOTES
F

Pall Season Opens in an En-
couraging Way and Agents

Are Optimistic.
OUTLOOK GOOD FOR

WINTER BUSINESS

Optirinsta .ind Pcssimists Are
ETaving Their Inning, and Poli-

tics Scems to Bc the Divid-
ing Line.Neither
Knows Where

to Land.

Th_r_ Is ,-orne dlfrerence of opinlon
among real estate experts as to con¬
ditions at Iho openlng of the fall aea-
so'n, the beginning of whloh was
tnarked by the week Just closed. There
are the real eitate llno optlmlsts
and in--xlmlsts, Just ns there are repre-
s«ntatlve_ or these two npposlng ele-
rnents In nll other branchoH of trade.
Aa l.s ut-unl ln such cases, the optl-
rhlat looks through glassos wlth con-

atderably more magnlfvlng power than
hnve the -pectaclOs used by the pessl-
mlst. Fnr my part, I would ruther use
the optimistic lenses, but the glaflses
nf t_Q pesslinlst cannot be entireiy
Ighored. I wlll denl wlth hls vlew first
nnd cornbut hls urgiiment, If I can,
wlth the nsslstance of tha optlmlst.

What He Seea.
The pesalmlstlc r-ai estato man

th|nk< there wlll be nothlng dolng
untll after the natlonal electlon. Ac¬
cordlng to his lden. everythlng depertds
Sn a large meamire upon the renult of
ihe November electlon. Of course. ho
la all off. Taft may bc Presldent, or
Bryan may como In under the Novem¬
ber Mrlng; but. wh«»th_r It be one or
the other. and It makes very llttle dlf-
ference whlch It Is so far ns Vlrglnla
<lirt is concerned, Richmond real estate
wlll t-tlll remaln on the banks of the
raclng James, and, barrlng the ef-
fects f.r hlgh water In the I'ulton
terrltory, very llttle of it wlll do

nioved away. The opinlon of most
Richmond thlnkcrs Is to the effect that
whatever may httpr-en In November in
h. polltical way, Itlehmond dlrt is golng
to command a good prlte.

Too i.i.i.- fnr Bualncaa.
The optiinlstlc ldea ls that while

tho pesslrnlsts are attcndlng ward
infetlngs and predlcrlng all kinds of
dlsaater. ¦-. certaln event*, lt is not
a bnd tlm" to step In and pick up a

few bargalna. The optlmlata aro prob-
nbly rlght. but lt would otcm from
Fin.e of tiie flgures brought out by the
transactlona of the past week f!i
thoy have put It off too long. What a

real bargaln hunter regards as a bar-
K.iin ls somethlng that he can buy
for 25 io &0 per cent. less than lts .--;al
value. Such ""bargalns" cannot be found
In the Richmond real estate marke
The "pcssimists" thought likely they
could find Buch, and not a few ot them
sncrlflced their vacation reason to ytny
over In town nnd try to plck up some

.if them. But when it came down to
buslness they found that Richmond
.ilrt had not felt any of the iSlscount
offects of ihe alleged panlc. But pcssl-
mlsta nre atwaya pesslmlstlc. nnd they
aro stlll prt-dictlng a renl estate set¬
back between now and the new year.

The Other Slde'a Vlew.
Tlic other fellows, the optimists,

can'i so-f It Just that way. They aro

looklng for good business all the year
round. and the flgures they have
show for th" fnlth that ls ln them
would aeem to warrant tholr good be-
lief. Richmond realty, both central
clty and suburban, Is holdlng lts own.

Wlthln the pnst two months there
hnve been no forced snles, and thel
holders of good property hnve found
no dlfficulty In securlng all the money
thoy nceded to hold their own agalnst
a. day or enforced 'sale. No property
has been forced on tho market, and
whatover may have been tho talk about
panlc conditions tlic fact remains that
veal estate In Richmond, Manchester,
Barton Hcights, Brookland, Northslde,
Chostnut Ilill, Ginter Park or any other
of the BUburbs of Greater Richmond Is
to-day worth more than a hundred
cents on the dollar on previous asseas-
ments.

No Setback Yet.
Tlic sales of real estate, as shown

by the papers filed in tlio offlco of the
clerk or tho coun, indlcate that the
ajalcs tor the month or August and for
ihc half month of september are large-
ly In excoss of the sales for the like
perlod of tho year past. Tlie same re-
ports show that tho sales for tho past
week nro somethlng like $90,000. That
is not bad for what ls usually con¬
sidercd a dull week of a dull month.
Among tho sales made durlng tho

past week tho following may bo
worthy of mentlon:

Messrs. C W. Hnd J. Lee Davis sold
two homes on Gllbort Street. which
makes just elcven houses they have
sold wlthln the past two months for
-settlers who aro seeking homes in tho
great atid glorlous old town of Rich¬
mond. These homes varled in valuo
from J..S00 to $3,600.

Messrs. II. S. Taylor &. Company
mado somo good sales durlng tho week,
among them they dlsposod of the store
at the corner of Lombury and "Main
Street, for whlch they received
tho sun, of $6,250 cash. Tlils firni also
sold a farm of thlrty-slx acres near
Chcstuut Ilill for $9,500.

Messrs. Pnlno & Cor 1 ing .mado a
number of small sales during the -week,
nmouhtliig in tho aggregnto to some-
tlllhg moro thnn $6,000. Messrs. Blan¬
ton & Purcell report sales for tho
week nmountlng to $5,000.

Messrs. J. A. Conneny '& Company
und J. B. Elam & Company sold a vn-
iHiil lot on Monument Avenue to Mrs.
Minn U Syclo. This lot ls just the
second door from tho resldence of tho
present Mayor of Richmond, aud lt ls
undorstood that iho purchnser, who
ha-5 slmply mado nn investmont, pur-
poses lo erec.t on tho lot nn up-to-dato
apartment houso, Tho lot ls 30 by 150
loel, and affords all the room needed
for a sure-onough apartment house.
The purchaser pald ?1,G5{, for tho
ground alone, and it la vory certaln
that sho cannot afford to let tt re¬
maln idlo a vory great length of tlme,

It Is, therefore, more than likely that
the runii'ir that .he ls to innko It Into
nn apartment houso Is very nearly
correct. 4 ,

Ofher SiiIcm.
Amons tho Interesting sales of tle

pnst week may be mentlonod the sale
nf the new brlck resldence No. _JU
West Grace Htreet, whlch wns nffe.tnl

iCuntinu.ii 'on'second Pagoii
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BUSINESS MEN TO
FEAST II SSHLfii

Association to Have Banquet
Tuesday Night, With Many

Prominent Speakers.

PARK FOR COURTHOUSE SITE

Council Offers to Donatc Sitc if
Rcmoval Is Decided Upon.
Hanover County Rcvenues.

ASHLAND. VA-. September ]_..Tha
haiuiut-t of the Business Men's Asso-
ciatlon-, which Is. to takf place Tues¬
day. September 15th, at S:.10 P. M-. at
tho Henry Clay Inn, wlll brlng togethir
the business men'of hoth Ashland and
Rlchmond" who are Interosted In de¬
veloping thls town.. Platos, will Vie
laid for slxty-odd. Dr. A.. C. Ray,
president. will preside and act as to.ist-
master. Short tulks w/JI bo iiiad'-* by
\V. H. Whlte, president of tho Rloli-I
nionil. Fredericksburg ind l'otomic
Rallroad. on "Clvlc lmprovement aml
Transportation"; AV. T. Dabney, Cham¬
ber of Coniinerce. Rlchmond, oi- "Een-
efits.of a Buslncsf! Men's Assoclatlon";
.lohn G. Tiller, Ashland, on "Parit,
Present and Future of Ashland": Henry
W. Anderson. vice-prosldent of' the
Rlchmond and Chesapeake Bay, Rail¬
way Company. on "Beneflt ot Electrlc
Car Llnes to Suburhan Property":' I.d-
win Quarles, Pe't.rsburg Board of
Trade, on "How to Devolop a Town":
John Stewart Bryan, The Times-DIs¬
patch, on "The Press."

Traniifcr Tele»?riipli Wlro*.
The Western Union Telegraph Com¬

pany has flled plans wlth the' Town
Council for tho purpose of transftirrlhg
thelr llnes from Railroud Avenuo l.
James Street, through tho tovi-n of Ash¬
land. Tho Council took no action, aa
Hon. A.' li. Holladay, counsel for the
company, was not pr.jsont. Tho trans-
fer wlll dbyiat'c the necessity of plnc-
Ing conduits through tho town. as re¬

qulred by tho HgreBmcnt mado between
the town and rall'-oaO.
The Council cxpressed Its w-llling-

ness ot its meeHhtS last night tn do-
nate the town park for Hanover Court¬
house, in tho cv.-.it of tho county. seat
belng moved fi'cm Ils present loca¬
tlon. There Is some talk ot an elec¬
tlon being held to detenulno what the
peoplo of the county desiro In tho
matter. Nothing deflv-Ito has yi_t heen
done, and lt may bo eoiiio tlmo beforo
any action is taken.

j. B. Hall, for sevor.il y.ars cl-.alr-
nian of tho Ashland Sohopl Board. has
declined to scirve ruirithe.- teri.i, giving
as his reason. thnt hls business affalrs
at tho depot roquirc nll hls tlmo. His
reslgnutlop was acegpted. Mr. U 1..
\V. Moyborij wus i-Q-olected for twb
years. Tho stjccessoi' to Ml.Hall will
iie eiectod at tho next moeting of tlie
Council.

lianoyer County Kcvissuii**.
A statemont of the fecojpta and tlla-

hurscmonts of the schoo. fund-" for
Hanover county for tho fiscal year' end¬
lng July 31, 1.0S, shows that the
imounts were received nml pald out as
follows:
Ashland' nistri.t.
Recelved ,. ?7.1S7 2."i
Disbursed . il.toS .» 1
Balanco on liafid..,.'.: 1,075 '19

Toivn of AmIiIiiikI.
Recelved -. $3.7.-I SH
Disbursed ....,.,. 3,:i(ll 0'.:
Baliince ou ha,nc],. \»'i l»l

lieiivor Dam UUtrlct.
Received . $8,6.80 31
Dlsouraed ._. . 7,111 Oj
Balapce on hand. 1,566 S5

lleui'y Dlstrlct.
Recelved. -....$11,670 07
Disbursed ......'- 10,010 (it
Balance ou -hand. l,6"ii 16
Teachers worn pald, $10,091.70; school

furniture, $,"("10,86; school tru_tocB,'$.7'r;
-oiinty ii-easiirer for reeelvinij uuii dls-
Luralngt'umis, $._.._;!,

W/KJSHTAfGTOlT CO. T'/MJBER.

GROPS CUT SHORT
BI THELATE

Production of Tomatoes and
Yield of Ccrn in Tidewatcr

Have Been Reduced;
" [Speclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
CRBANS'A, VA., September 12..

Sluce the neavy raln on Sunday nlght
there have been pretty 'days, of whlch
the farmers have made good use. in
savlng tlio fodder and tomato crops,
though the latter crop has been n/uch
cnrtalled by tho exccsslve wet weather
during August and this month, caus-
Itlg tho tomatoes to rot even before
maturlty. "Wjille tho two canneries
operated here have been qulte busy
for tho past week, it Is conceded that
the output from these factorles will
not be near so large this year as was
expected early in the season, yot lt
wlll be fairly good, consldering the
damago tho crop hus su. tained by both
drought and raln';.
The corn crop seems to have also boen

serlously curtalled by the wet weather,
and will not turn out such a ylold as
many would supposc on looklng at it
ln the Held before strlpping tho foddor
and cuttlng the tops. "When that ls
done one can pretty well judge ns to
the, yield. In several iields Insjiectod
since the tops have beon cut the ears

aro not largo and' polnt upward,
whereus for a heavy yield they should
polnt downward.

1,1110 Grnaa Crop Good.
Tho wet senson, howover, has con¬

trlbuted largely to the growth of tlio
late grass crops, and they hnve beon
dolng well, aml no doubt will add ma-

terlally to tho supply of bn"y for llio
comlng wlntor. Farmers in this soolioti
of tldewater realizlng tlio. lmportunco
of rnlslng hay instcadof buylng it as

hqretofore for stock, havo turned'thclr
attnntion to j-tiising it for market, and
qulte a number of them aro slilppiug
tholr surplus. after supplying their
needs ut horue, and since tlils hns been
the caso their lands havo boen irn-
proved, and are Inde.niand 'for farm-
Ing, truckiiig and stock rulslng. ln-
deod tlio oulsido world lias, Just. begun
to find out what sort of n country wc
have down hero on tho "Happnhaniiock,
especlally' arotind Urbanna, in Mldille-
sex 'cotinty, and tho reason tlils sec¬

tlon has not boen brought' moro Ihtb
notiee Ib that thero has.boen ho out-
slde cominunlcalloii wlth tho rest of
tlio pooplo ln Virginia' except through
wnter trnfflc hy way of Baltlmore, and
Middlespx people havo had no,oppor¬
tunity to shlp their producls a.nywherp
e.lse or to trade wlth t|io people! ih
tho capital clty for 'tiie laok, of proper
transportatlori. But now thero \a prop-
peot, qf.a now outlet in tho. propoeed
rallroad to \Vest Polnt, whlch wlll glvo
anothor anct direct llno of transporta-
tloji to Rlchriiond, and from what can
ho ,]earhed' from those who. ara now
engaged. In the, final survey of thnt
llne there ls ovory roason to hcllevi:
-':" (Continued ou J___t- Page;)

"~

TOBACCO CROP IS GOOD
Much of It Iluusril and Oiuuns-c I-'rn

Worms I.ess Thnn' I nual.
I LYNCHBURG, VA.. Septeniher 12.
|The weather contlnues quite favorat
for the tobacco in the flelds and t
largest portiun of the crop has m
tured and rlpened r.loely and be>
hdused In good condltlon, and som
thlng. quite unusual.is that It Is b
llttle eaten by worms.
The primings offered were mo

largely of the common and mediu
grade than heretofore, and' prices
these. grades were rather off.

Sales of loose tobacco on the Lync
burg market for the two weeks endli
September 11. 190$, as reportedJohn L. Ogtesby, or Lynoh's Warohou:
are ns follows:

Sales for week endlng September 11
337,000 pounds; sales for week endli
September lltli. 309,000 pounds; d
crease for week endlng September llt
2S.UO0 pounds. Sold from August
190S to September II, 190S. 0C-.1
pounds; sold from Soptember l, 191
to September 11. 1907. 233,900 pounc
Increase for 190S, 7.S.200 pound..
-..-

BUILDING PERMITS
Iudcpcndent Order of St. I.ukc lo Kn

IIii 11 nt n Cost or 84,000.
Tho following permlts wero issueil

iho ofllce of the Bulldlng Inspecl
yesterday:
Union Prospect Council, Independe

Order St. Luke, to erect a eletach
brlck building on tho west sldo
Twenty-fourth Street, between R ai
S Streets. The structure will cost $.
000, und -wlll bo used as a hall
tlic order,

O. J. Davls, to erect two dotaclv
frame dwelllngs on the east sldo
Crenshaw Avenue, between Floyd Av
nuo aiid 'Main Street:. cost, $3,000.

Mrs. E. Blsner, to repalr brlck sto
and dwelllng No. 17.7 East Main Slret
cost, $160.

I.KASE SAJfP BKAC1I.

R'Mtinioro Concrete C'oncern tu Ship Sil
rrnni Virglnla.

[.Speclal ioTlioTimo.-D.spoli-l\.
ONANCOCK, t'YA., Seplcmboi- l_..Ti

f-y'ax Concrete Oompany, of rialtlmure, lm
lfrt,fioU of Mr: Tully XV. Parker, for a toi
of tw.nty yo.-ir.-*. tlir- sand boncli nt Wtt
IVInt, .tho nort li i-iitrancn to Qiiiiri'oo
I'rcek. Tho .nml tlierr Is of n superl
qrality. and It Is propoeeJ lo frqlght li
Itultliiiore ani Allliapolls, Md. hi bnrg'
und a rnllwuy track. whlch Is how bel
put down, wlll bo uBod to carry li acri
tlio strlp or .l.iml tn them. They. wlll
Icmloil ut a wharf IiihIJc tlic. rrcok.

IIomPH for workmen are ln courso
ccrstruetlon, nnd operatlous' nro cxpect
to IickIii by Octoliur lst. Tha contra
cnllh for tlio Inuilind ot throo barRcs
weeli. It Is unrterstooil thnt tbo^oonslder
tlon Is $75 por month for tlio tlme* e

_l:_eil.,

'HtliKK FAUQl-'USK, FARMJS
SOLD FOR OOOD TRICJ

IPpoi-ial lo Tho Tlmos-Dlspileli. |
WARRBNTON. VA;, Soptembnr lt..M

J. r. Jeffrles-rsc'cntiy ^aold to Mr. .lohn
iliirldun a farm nnoi' Remlngton, Va.. «

$111,000. Thls Is only another lustahco
the valuo of Virglnlu. real patate.

Mr- A. O, Woe.don also recently told
Mf ,'I'lifinin.i Tliqrnlnn, of RuijlprtQwi. V
tho' Klng farm near New .Baltimore.- V.
ik-Klitlv occupled nml owuod by tho lu
J9IU1 R. Iliiiilon. 'flifi farm i.oi)t8lueil 1
aci-H nnd brought S'.'R per Acre.
Another real osla'to deal of Intorost w

the .ala pf tho farm recently piirchusad
Mr, ,1. D. Hall to Dr. ^prngmi, nf Hial
inland, N. V. Pr,:-nnd' Mrs. Bpraguo w
u.tKij tlioh- .urnmor _o_j» uu lt-.

IN SDUTH'S GITIE
Rcports from Many of the Moi
Progressiye Places Show Dc-

cided Incrcases.
BAL.T1MOR13, MD.. _e'pteniber 12..

revlow iu tlils wcek's Isaue of tl
Mauufacturcrs' Record of building o|
t-nitions in Southern aud Southwestei
cllio's durlng August indlcat.
much activity iu all klnds ol" suc

work, many locallties sliowlng decidi
increases over previous months. ]
Atlunta the estiinuted In'crease ln tl
value of permlts issutd durlng tl
month over August of 1907 wi
$116,633, with iudlcatloua tliaV the ti
tal Incroase for Ihc year'will bo vei
large. Permlts woro .issued to tl
value of. $389,305, as against $212.6
ln August. 1907, and in the llrst elgl
months of tlic yenr to tho value
$3,795,573, us aguiiist $3,569,517 ror tl
corresponding perlod in 1907.

l'l_,iiri-a for lllrinlngliii m.
Permits Issued at Blrminghaiin

August -reprcscntcd $113,000, of whli
$109,000 wero for frame bulitilhg
Tlio biilldlng operatlons thore ln il
llrst cig'ht inonth.s of tho yoar co;
$1,290,000. The- buildlng record
.Ijicksonvillc for the. month ls an e:
cetlent one, sliywlng permlts issued fi
tift.v-ono brlck o.'- frame structure
ranglng from one to threo storlea
helght., whilo tlio nggrognto value i

iiperulioiis in TahVpa for August wi
nearly ns-inuch as tho tot'ul for .lm
aud July,. olghiy-two permlts luivln
been issued. represerilliig ?)23,2S3, nr
llie struetures Inclvtllng three cjgl
fuctorios, ,'n thbat're, a restaiirant,
brlck store nnd oilier buildlngs,

ln Knoxvllic permlts wero Issued
tho value of 5lii2,iMiu..whlch oxceods tl
rccor_ uf any previous month of tl
year. There was also n substuntlal ii
ci'.aae ai Memphls. Biilldlng'porml
woro I.sued at Sun Antonlo to II
value of $637,510; ln Houstmi to tl
valiio'oi' $lSft,fi97, nnd ln Austln to tl
value of $70,300.

lu Iviiiisiis Clty permlts were Issui
fnr structures costing- ln tho aggroga1
$913,315, liu-lu'llng frame biilldlng,;
cost' $167,35", brlck hulldlngH. $313,71
aud "mlMeellaiieoim structures $162,29

Xnrfolk nnd Iticlumind.
Au unusual amount of coustr.uctic

work w»a unilerlttkou ut NucColk, pei
hllls havlng heen isBlied, lo the vali
of $121,879 during. the mouth,--un ii
crease of $S8,'189 ovor August, 1907. 1
nichnioiiii permlts wore Issued to tl
value of $151,587, "and in tho first elgl
nionths of tho year lo tho valuu (

$2,258,519.' ln tho twelvo inonths out
ed August 31st thu buildlng- operalloi
ln tho District. of Oolutclhla represei
an expenditure of $8,669,332. The e:

tjinaleti cost of iiow buildlngs, repnh
aiul nilillllons for whlcji pornilts wei
Issued. ln Baltlmore durlng tho mont
ts. $781,907. nul ln tho first elgl
We-ntli-Of lliovca. $.,'.). 1,210.

WOMEI SOLD FOR
ITLE III SHEEP

What Wives Gost and How They
Are Marketed Among tlic

Savagc Tribes.-

BECOME BRIDES AT ELEVEN

Nandi Girls Engaged at Baby-
hood.Marrieil "Women Pull
Tceth or File Them Down.

BV FRANK (i. CARI'ILNTKR.
(Speclnl Correspondeiil of The Tlmes-

llUpnlcli.l
Broifen Illll,

Northwestern Rhodesla.
Befor... I leave the heart of the Black

Contlnent to start south for tho whito
iiuin's Africa. that land of gold and
dlumonds below the Zamhesi. I want
to wrlte- a letter about the queer cus¬
toms of our Afrlcnn sl.itnrs. They aro
an important half of thls dark-com-
plexioned world. and every natlon and
tribo has Its own ways ot- treatlng
them. I havo already wrlttcn of the
Mohammedan maidens along the coast
of the Medltorranean; they go about
cla'd all ln whlte or black. each having
only a slngle eyeholc In her garments
to Hnd her way ulong the streets. I
havo written of the fair-skinne'd .Icw-
es.sos of Tunls. They dress In jackets
and tVou-ie.s, and a palr of their em-
broidercd hreeches often costs as much
us S.00. I huvo told you liow they nre
fattoned for marrlage hy special feed-
Ing, and how a popular belle often
weighs 300 pounds, or about as much
as our own dear Secretary Taft. I
have des'ci'lbed the women of Trlpoli
and Egypt, whero the girls covet tholr
fuces wlth long vells when they go out
of doot-s. and also thn danclng maldons
of tho Sahara, called tho Oulod Nalls,
who have hruzen. bnro faces andpalnt
thelr oyellds black with kohl and staln
tholr tlngor-nails and toe-nails rcdj
wlth hennu.
Fnrther down the contlnent Llearn-

ed mvicl- about tho women of tho Brit¬
lsh possessions, whero .lohn Bull Is now
regulatlng tho marrlages. tixing the
prlce ot brldes. old and. young, lean
and fat, good-looklng nnd tho revo'rse,
at $3 apieco; and stlll farthor south
about the women' now ruled by tho
(ierniiiiis, who are allowed to marry as
they plcas'ei nccordlng tocustom. I
havo also notes beforo' nie guthered
durlng my trayels ln Portuguose Kast
Africa, Mushoniilnnd, Matabelelund, and
hero on the odge of th«. Cohgo Freo
¦.Stato. Indeed, tho nuueiial is sueh
IhiiL l hardly know, whero to begin,
and I -shall dlp Into' my notos, jump-
ing from one. placo to another, as the
subjoct domands.
My Advciiturc Wlth' a L'Mikuma Ilrldc.
Let mo start with the tlescrlhtlon of

a weddlng procession. whlch I saw in
CJerntan Kast Africa. on tho lower edge
of Vlctorla Njan'.a. The pcoPl'e thero
are known is Btistilcunuts.- Thero- nro
half a niillloii i.u' .thoin .und they nro
considered a strong race. They are
Biihtu negroes. who dress in cowsklns
ntul collotis ii nd who have cattle. sheep
und goats. Whcu a young man thero
wuiits a u'lfe he pays hor father fiflV
sheep for her or ngree.i to work for
tho old man n number oj years. All
niarrlago iirraitgemonts are. made hy
go-betweons, und tlic- matchniaker
brings tho bridc lo tho groom. In tho
moapwhllo tho chlef biidosinuid has
au-anged tho groom's hut Cor tlio oc-
caslon and u, now ln,-d Is inad,', ion-
slsting of a frnmowork of wood wlth
n mattrcss of oxsklns. Tho hridcsinaid
is pald u sheep tor iliii work. Aftsr
thls she goes wllh the tnatohm.tker.
who mlght bo called uiothci- bvldtp-
n.ald, to tho houso of tlio brldo and
brings hor liomo In great style.

It was sueh a procession that I stup-
ped ono morning on i.t-3 wny to tl.o
gtMooi. U eoiiMsted of u, souro. or nuuo
of women dressed Iu gnrmont* of cow-
sk.ns and I'nt'. iti, yellln;. nnd .Inging
ns they daiucil ulong about a iiueer-
looklng ftguro whlch lalvjrlously moved
la tho centre. At first l could not
make out >yh"lt it wus. It looked liko
a woman witt« a glgantlo hump, wttip-
ped around with brlght flgured In .

illnii cotton, As tlie party came clover
(Contlnued on '_econi_ .'age.1
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Where Blue Grass Grows and
Fine Horses and Cattle

Flourish.

IRON AND LUMBER
INTERESTS IN FRONT

One of Virginia's Richest Coun-
ties.Many Educational Insti-
tutions.Fine Honses, Snperb
Cattle, Wealth pt Moun¬
tains and Valleys, Mak¬

ing Abingdon Rich.

BY fRAXK ?. WOODSO"*.,
Incliiatrlal Killlor.

ABINGDON, VA., September 12_I*
Is clalmed that Washlngton county, la
Vlrglnln, was the tlrst spot on earth
to be iiamcd for the Father of Hls
Country I belleve tlio same clalm is
made for a county of llke name In
Ter.hcesee, and not very far away from
here, nnd it may be thnt It Is made for
other hullowed spots tn other parts of
the country. ! will not judge between
thom. h|it bo thut as It may, the fact
remalna that Waahlngton county, Vlr-
giniii, is well worthy to bear tho name
of the liumortal George.

It may bo pald to be nn emplre wlth¬
ln Itself, aboundlng In nll the natural
resourcen lhat any people could- or
ought to deslre to mako them pros-
perous, happy and Independent. The
county ubounds hl Umestone, and much
of it is of thnt deslrable character
which ls constantly decomposlng and'
keeplng the soll perpetually fertlle, to
say nothlng or lts vast tlmbers, ore
deposits and water powera. Wash¬
lngton county ls Interlor to no sectlon
of the rlch Southland or of the West.
or of tlic world, ns for that matter,
for grass-growlng, and ls, therefore,
pecullarly adapted to stock ralslng and
grazlng. Blessed with a moderate win¬
ter cllmatc as lt ls, lt Is also true that
no country cnn boast ot more dellght-
ful or healthful summer atmosphoitc
conditions, purer water or grander
scenery.
The county embraces an area ot

about C00 square mlles. wlth a popu-
latlon of about 35.000. as agalnst
somethlng less than 17,000, all told. at
the close of the War between the
States. Since that dato the influx of
Immlgratlon has wonderfully added to
the populallon. and has incrcased be¬
yond calculatlon tho value and the
volume ot buslness. especlally ln the
Uno of manutacturlng.

Wonderful Water Power.
The county is dralned by three

rlvers, branches of the Holston Rtver.
whlch beCorp.es tho far-famed Tennes-
seo In that 'State, and the Ohio at
Pnducah, Kentucky.
The county is beltcd from northeast

to southwest by a succe3sion of rldgea
and valleys. The three rlvers follow
tho prlnclpal valleys, and rcmnrkablo
to say, tiie smaller strcams feedlng tha
rlvors run at rlght angles to them, not
parallellng thom along other amaller
valleys, but seomlngly havlng workod
gaps dlrectly through the rldgea for
their pa8sa_eway_' This produced two
imoortnnt conditions, unllmited water
power and thoroughly irrlgated lands.
Scarcely a farm is thero ln the county
wlthout one or more bold, nevcr-faillng
springs or runnlng streams. Being
bclted hy rldges does not lmply. how¬
ever, tlils Is so much waste land.
Some ls lost to be sure. but the rav
greater portlon ot tho highest rldge...
or mountalnous land ls equal ln arabll-
Ity to much of that in tho valley?.
While many of these hllls aro too steep
to tlll convenlently, of course. gra...
will sprlng up spontaneously. ln a,

great nieasiire. wherever the under.
growth is clcared away, produclng tho
most valuable grazlng ranges. Naturo
has done a great deal for Washlng¬
ton county, and progress and art. en¬

terprise. and Uirlft aro acttvely work-
ing wondcrs ln developing resources,
increasing values and making wast*
places bloom.

Vnrlety of Soll.
The soils of Washlngton county ar_

of various qualltles. but all lie upon
a strntum of tough yellow or red clay,
hence, wear well, are easlly improved,
retaln nnd combine speciflcally wlth
fertlllzers and, are adapted to tho
growth of all klnds or grasses. Tho
best solls. as a rule, are upon tha
north hlllsldcs and the lower lands
pertalnlng thereto, havlng a dark
mould ot alluvlal appearanco, and are

partlciilarly adapted to growlng com

and grass. Another klnd ls of Ughter
color, often gravolly, whlch ls some-

what'better adapted,to growlng wheat,.
rye, oats and tobacco. The prlpcipal
productlons of tho county aro all tho
coreals, grasses and roots, wlth falrly
good crops ot tobacco. Wheat and
corn, however, are tbe staples. but thn
most profitahle. on account of thla be¬
ing a ftno stock-ralslng sectlon. aro

corn, rve, oats and hay. An ordlnary
crop of hay is threo to four tons to
tho acre. Buckwhoat Is. as a rule, ot
superior quality. .

Mlne (irnaa aad Cattle.
From what has heen sald, lt Is easy

to reach the concluslon that cattle-
ralslng nnd grazlng may be rogarded
aa'one of tho foremost industrles. Bluo
grass, ludlgenous to the soll, rlvallng
that grown in any other part of Vlr¬
glnla, or any othor State as for "_iat
matter, Kentucky not excopted. grows
as naturally aa the leaves on t.ho oak
trees, and whero bluo grass Is thero
tho finest aml best of cattlo nnd other
llvo stock may bfi found.
Washlngton county has taken uti

advnnced posltlon iu the matter of cat¬
tle ralslng. Sb'rub stock is a thing ot
the past hero. The pure-blooded short-
horn. tho lleroford, the Jeraey aiul tho
llolsteln nre among tho fnvorltes, thono

being the most prortlatil- breeds now

being hundl.-d. and. as n matter or fact,
none others are haudled. Tho people
of this country have learned that Uiore
ls no profit in anything that ls common
or second rnte.
Many. very mnny, o*f the largo farm*

of the county are given over entlroly
to tha breedlng and gra.ing of fine
cattlo for the market*, not only for
this country but for Kuropean marketa.
Kvery farmer in the county thiuks "Ila
ls out of hls Uno If he doea not do a

credttable stunt ln the matter of rals¬
lng fine cattle.
No flner beef cattlo _var roameil

green ilelds than the graden that aro

fc_5KuniiieT*o_i"-__-t~y_*«A

say


